Ne EXChange

Highlighting the News & Events at Showell Elementary School January/February 2018

After School Academy Session 2

We have 96 students enrolled in the second session of
the after school academy. Students are participating in the
following clubs:

1 Paint it with Mrs. Winters and Mrs. Schwab - this
club integrates non -fiction reading and art
IReady/Lego Builders with Mrs. McInerney and Ms.
Davidson - students get to complete iReady reading
lessons for 30 minutes and then do a Lego building
challenge for 30 minutes.
Shake, Rattle, and Roll with Ms. Wylde - this club
offers practice with basic math facts to build fluency
through games.
Lego We Do with Mrs. Gallo - Mrs. Gallo is a guest
teacher from Worcester Technical High School. This
stem club focuses on problem solving with math and Lego
robotics.
K- Kids with Mrs. Collins - this is a service learning club
designed to help students become contributing members
of the community.
Book Club with Ms. Weeks - first grade students are
reading a chapter book series. They are meeting great
characters and reading engaging plots. Every day,
they read, read, read and love it!
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From Mr. Reid, School Guidance Counselor
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From Mrs. West, Curriculum Resource Teacher
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Kinderge_arten has been revie\{ving the rules First Gr ade S ¢
and routines as we get back into the groove . . .
f school. Students have been excited to start Itis hard to believe we are entering the second
0 . - . half of the school year! With that being said,
this New Year setting goals and looking the rigor of first grade is really beginning to
forward to growing in reading, writing, and intensify. In first grade, students akarning to
math. read. However, once they enter second grade,
students arereading to learn As a parent, one
. of the most essential things you can do to hel
W'nter_can lead to snow days and prepare your child for this transition is to assist
inconsistent school days. Please remember to | them with their reading homework each night.
read and log books on days that we are n If you are wondering exactlyrowyou can help
in school. Long days inside may seem like fa your child, here are some reading tips and tricks
bore so here are some ideas that make for :ﬁ;;’,v 23?%‘00%:°h"d 's stumped on a word they
some fun! Have them look at the picture.
Pictures are in chil
(  Build a fort/tent to read inside. meﬁ?ing cues to guide them as they
(  Use aflashlight and read in the dark. read: . ]
(  Take turns reading favorite books that Tell them to oBEEPOL th
have not read in a while. _not knqw. For ex_ample, the sentence
you . . is OoOHe kicked the| ba
( Make a pretend fire and read by it. stuck on the wordba/. Have them go
Drink hot coco while reading. back to the beginning of the sentence,
(  Read arecipe or directions for a craft 0Obeepi ng &alt Then, have r d
and make it. them start the sentence over and
(  Remember reading is everywhere and geta running start with their
all reading counts! mouth with the beginning sound
for the letter the word starts with.
Thank you to all parents for helping to builc X\lﬁ?tgfh;rfgﬁ ergﬁr‘]’;' Il usuially come righ
a love for reading in your child. Ask them: o1 f you |wer
word would make sens
. Thus, simply reading words in a book is not the
Reading aloud to purpose of reading. The ultimate goal of
children every reading is for children to comprehend what they
have read. It is important to have a
day puts them discussion with your child about their
almost a year books they are reading.  Ask them about
- the characters, setting, problem, and solution. If
ahead of children the book is nonfiction, you can talk about facts
they have learned after reading.
who do not Most importantly of all, make readindun!
receive daily Find a cozy place to read, and be a reading rale
model. Use voices and expression as you read.
read alouds. If your child is overwhelmed from a book that |s
above their reading level, read it to them. As
your c¢childds teacher s,
#WorldReadAloudDay lifelong love of reading, and make this road to}
literacy fun along the way. So, grab a book,
cozy up, and continue reading!



Second Grades Studies Polar Bears
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Second grade students have been learning about polar bears and their habitats.

They have explored multiple informational texts to gather facts about their
lives in the Arctic and how they are vulnerable to becoming endangered. The
students will be creating presentations to demonstrate their understanding of
how the changing environment of polar bears affects their way of life in the
Arctic.
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