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After School Academy Session 2  
 

We have 96 students enrolled in the second session of 

the  after school academy.  Students are participating in the 

following clubs:  
 

¶ Paint it with Mrs. Winters and Mrs. Schwab - this 

club integrates non -fiction reading and art  

¶ iReady/Lego Builders with Mrs. McInerney and Ms. 

Davidson - students get to complete iReady reading 

lessons for 30 minutes and then do a Lego building 

challenge for 30 minutes.  

¶ Shake, Rattle, and Roll with Ms. Wylde -  this club 

offers practice with basic math facts to build fluency 

through games.  

¶ Lego We Do with Mrs. Gallo  - Mrs. Gallo is a guest 

teacher from Worcester Technical High School.  This 

stem club focuses on problem solving with math and Lego 

robotics.  

¶ K- Kids with Mrs. Collins - this is a service learning club 

designed to help students become contributing  members 

of the community.   

¶ Book Club with Ms. Weeks  -  first grade students are 

reading a chapter book series.  They are meeting great 

characters and reading  engaging plots. Every day, 

they  read, read, read and love it!  
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From Mr. Reid, School Guidance Counselor  

WILLET BILLS AT HOME 
There are lots of ways to encourage better behavior at home ï 
keeping a chart on the refrigerator (your child earns checks or 
stickers for good behavior and earns a reward when he/she 
receives a certain number of stickers) or putting marbles in a 
jar. (Your child puts a marble in the jar for good behavior each 
day. A reward is earned once the jar is full).  
 
Another idea for you to consider is using Willet Bills at home. 
Create your own and call them anything you wish. Have a talk 
with the kids about your expectations. Keep a stack of óbillsô 
nearby, and when you see your child doing something you like, 
give out a óbill.ô Before you begin, decide what your child can 
purchase with his/her bills - a TV show, video game, game with 
mom or dad, special dinner or desert. It doesnôt have to cost 
money. 
 
If you are interested in using your version of Willet Bills and 
have questions, feel free to call me. 
Ed Reid, School Counselor 
410-632-5361  

{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǿƻǊŜ 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘŜŘ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ Ƙŀǘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ 
ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ŀǘ 
{ƘƻǿŜƭƭ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊΦ 

From Mrs. West, Curriculum Resource Teacher  
 

The Grade 3 PARCC (Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers) assessments are designed 
to give schools and teachers more information to improve 
instruction. It is designed to let parents know how their child is 
progressing academically. This more detailed information can 
lead to strong engagement between parents and teachers.  

 

We invite you to have your third grader here on these dates: 

April 24, 25, and 26th 
May 1, 2, 3, and 4th 

 
It can be very stressful on your child to have to make up these 
assessments not with their classmates.  All students that are 
absent will make up the tests in a small group setting with Mrs. 
West and/or Mrs. Scott.  If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact Mrs. West at 410-632-5350. 
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Kindergarten has been reviewing the rules 
and routines as we get back into the groove 
of school. Students have been excited to start 
this New Year setting goals and looking 
forward to growing in reading, writing, and 
math.  
 
Winter can lead to snow days and 
inconsistent school days. Please remember to 
read and log books on days that we are not 
in school. Long days inside may seem like a 
bore so here are some ideas that make for 
some fun!  
 
( Build a fort/tent to read inside.  
( Use a flashlight and read in the dark.  
( Take turns reading favorite books that 

you have not read in a while.  
( Make a pretend fire and read by it. 

Drink hot coco while reading.  
( Read a recipe or directions for a craft 

and make it.  
( Remember reading is everywhere and 

all reading counts!  
 
Thank you to all parents for helping to build 
a love for reading in your child.  

First Grade saysé.. 
It is hard to believe we are entering the second 
half of the school year!  With that being said, 
the rigor of first grade is really beginning to 
intensify.  In first grade, students are learning to 
read.  However, once they enter second grade, 
students are reading to learn.  As a parent, one 
of the most essential things you can do to help 
prepare your child for this transition is to assist 
them with their reading homework each night.  
If you are wondering exactly how you can help 
your child, here are some reading tips and tricks 
for when your child is stumped on a word they 
may not know: 

Have them look at the picture.   
Pictures are in childrenõs books as 
meaning cues to guide them as they 
read!   

Tell them to òBEEPó the word they do 
not know.   For example, the sentence 
is òHe kicked the ball.ó  Your child is 
stuck on the word ball.  Have them go 
back to the beginning of the sentence, 
òbeepingó the word ball.  Then, have 
them start the sentence over and 
get a running start with their 
mouth  with the beginning sound 
for the letter the word starts with.  
Watch- the word will usually come right 
out of their mouth! 

Ask them:  òIf you were talking, what 
word would make sense there?ó 

Thus, simply reading words in a book is not the 
purpose of reading.  The ultimate goal of 
reading is for children to comprehend what they 
have read.  It is important to have a 
discussion with your child about their 
books they are reading.  Ask them about 
the characters, setting, problem, and solution.  If 
the book is nonfiction, you can talk about facts 
they have learned after reading.   
Most importantly of all, make reading fun!  
Find a cozy place to read, and be a reading role 
model.  Use voices and expression as you read.  
If your child is overwhelmed from a book that is 
above their reading level, read it to them.  As 
your childõs teachers, our goal is to help build a 
lifelong love of reading, and make this road to 
literacy fun along the way.  So, grab a book, 
cozy up, and continue reading! 
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Second Grades Studies Polar Bears  
 

Second grade students have been learning about polar bears and their habitats.  

They have explored multiple informational texts to gather facts about their 

lives in the Arctic and how they are vulnerable to becoming endangered. The 

students will be creating presentations to demonstrate their understanding of 

how the changing environment of polar bears affects their way of life in the 

Arctic.  


